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Ringland BridgeTG11300, Ringland, Ringland Road
3Tonne Weight Limit Traffic Regulation Order 202X

Statement of Reasons for Making the Order

The scheme proposals are to impose a permanent TRO weight restriction of 3 tonnes on Ringland Bridge TG11300 on Ringland Road in the village of Ringland, Norfolk. The weight restriction is necessary to prohibit vehicles in excess of 3Tonnes travelling across the bridge.

The 3 Tonne weight restriction is primarily a highway safety measure, to prevent the deterioration and eventual collapse of TG11300 Ringland Bridge, on Ringland Road, Ringland which may be increased by excessive vehicle loadings. The weight restriction will prevent structural damage and prolong the lifespan of the existing bridge to ensure continued safe use of the highway network.

Considerations and decisions have been made based upon detailed inspections of Ringland Bridge, including specific concrete testing, which has found significant weaknesses in the structural integrity of the bridge necessitating the proposed TRO.

An initial 3Tonne Emergency Temporary weight restriction is currently in place, together with installed 3Tonne weight limit and advance-warning signage. This temporary restriction expires in August 2026, though any scope for strengthening or replacement of the bridge exceeds this timeframe by many years, therefore a long-term enforceable restriction is required until such time as replacement can be delivered.

Road traffic surveys have identified that numerous heavy vehicles continue to ignore the 3Tonne restriction and the Police are prepared to prosecute them, provided they have means. The permanent legal TRO will enable this element of the restriction to be carried and enforced.

The proposal to make the Order is made because it appears to Norfolk County Council that it is expedient to do so in accordance with Section 1(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984.

a) for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the road or any other road or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising;

b) for preventing damage to the road or to any building on or near the road;

c) for preventing the use of the road by vehicular traffic of a kind which, or its use by vehicular traffic in a manner which, is unsuitable having regard to the existing character of the road or adjoining property;

d) (without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (c) above) for preserving the character of the road in a case where it is specially suitable for use by persons on horseback or on foot.
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