The Norfolk County Council
(Castle Acre, U22074/U33280 South Acre Road)
(Prohibition of Motor Vehicles (Except Solo Motor Cycles)) Order 202X
Statement of Reasons for Making the Order

Norfolk County Council proposes to make the above-named Order because it appears to it that it is expedient to do so in accordance with Sections 1(a), (b), (d), (e) and (f) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, namely:

(a) for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the road or any other road or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising;
(b) for preventing damage to the road or to any building on or near the road;
(d)  for preventing the use of the road by vehicular traffic of a kind which, or its use by vehicular traffic in a manner which, is unsuitable having regard to the existing character of the road or adjoining property;
(e) (without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (d) above) for preserving the character of the road in a case where it is especially suitable for use by persons on horseback or on foot; and
(f)   for preserving or improving the amenities of the area through which the road runs.

The site of this proposed Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) for a prohibition of motor vehicles (except solo motor cycles) is a very narrow country lane (U22074 South Acre Road) over its length of c1,130m. Its width reduces to only 2 metres in places, with occasional passing places. It is not wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other. It leads to and crosses the River Nar at a ford (known as “the Short Ford”). The bed of the ford is comprised of chalk and flint.  The river is considered a globally rare chalk-stream, within a conversation area and has Site of Special Scientific Interest (“SSSI”) designation.

The water in the ford is deep and flowing. Owing to undulating ground and the permanent water level, the ford is actually or effectively impassable by most standard motor vehicles. At least one vehicle has become stuck in the ford, requiring breakdown recovery, and satnavs have directed taxis to it. There is evidence of a large delivery lorry mounting the verge, sliding down the riverbank and entering the River Nar. The road, including the Short Ford, is used by pedestrians and equestrians.

There are asphalt entry and exit ramps at each end of the ford in an endeavour to afford vehicular access from one side to the other. Some vehicles do use the ford.  This has caused damage to the ramps. Norfolk County Council repairs damage to the ramps with washed stone. The ramps are in any event on a six month programme for inspection and repair. Some 4x4 vehicles enter the ford via the highway or the riverbank but then drive upstream or downstream before exiting onto the highway, causing damage to the riverbank and riverbed.

The proposed Order, prohibiting motor vehicular use of the road (except solo motor cycles), would have a range of benefits. It would reduce the likelihood of vehicles entering the deep water of the ford, reducing the risk to life. Even with warning signs, the ford would be a potential danger to life. There is less potential risk for a motorcycle rider to become trapped. The proposed Order would assist in preventing damage to the road, such as the damage to the ramps and damage to the riverbed.

Given the existing character of the road (very narrow country lane; deep and flowing ford; chalk and flint riverbed; globally rare chalk stream; fragile riverbank; undulating ground), the use of the road by vehicular traffic (except solo motor cycles) is unsuitable as is the use of the road by vehicular traffic as a means of accessing other parts of the river/riverbank. 

The road is more suited to use by pedestrians and equestrians due to the width of these users. The existing carriageway width will not allow two 4 wheeled motor vehicles to pass safely but is wide enough to allow the passage of pedestrian, equestrian, pedal cycle and motorcycle 2-way traffic. The Order would assist in preserving the road’s character. It would also assist in preserving and indeed improving the amenities of its area. As recorded above, the road is within or adjacent to a conservation area and SSSI. 

There are other, more suitable, routes that can be used by motor vehicular traffic to reach South Acre from Castle Acre (or vice versa). Solo motor cycles are exempt from the TRO proposals due to their width, weight and height. Motorcycles will have less impact on the character of the route and in the event that they should get stuck their recovery will be less disruptive to the character of the highway, the river/riverbed (chalk stream) and sensitive SSSI.  

Alternative Options 
Previously, South Acre Road has had other scheme proposals in relation to the ford with consultations having been undertaken, the feedback and history is acknowledged and has been factored into this proposal. 

A number of alterative options have been considered by Norfolk County Council including occasional access for different user groups, uniform advisory signage warning of the presence of the ford/deep water, a one-way restriction, a width restriction, a weight restriction and a height restriction. However, it is Norfolk County Council’s position that proposals for a TRO for a prohibition of motor vehicles except solo motor cycles is the most viable option at Castle Acre ford on South Acre Road.


Temporary Traffic Regulation Order (TTRO)
A TTRO dated the 23rd August 2024 (reference WTRO5199) is currently in place closing South Acre Road at the ford to the 27th February 2026. The temporary measure does not prejudice the proposed permanent TRO, it was implemented to manage immediate risks while longer term options were assessed. A permanent TRO is still necessary to address the risks and amenity impacts identified, providing clarity and certainty beyond the temporary measures. The TTRO may need to be extended beyond this date whilst the consultation responses are being considered. 
Conclusion 
Having carefully considered the evidence, alternative options and statutory duties, Norfolk County Council is satisfied that a prohibition of vehicles on South Acre Road is necessary and proportionate to avoid danger, prevent highway damage, preserve amenity, and prevent unsuitable vehicular use having regard to the road’s character and the globally rare chalk-stream within an SSSI. 
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