
GREAT YARMOUTH 
TRANSPORT STRATEGY

Great Yarmouth is one of the UK’s most popular seaside 
destinations and the principal retail, service and employment 
centre within the borough. The economy of Great Yarmouth has 
historically been built on fishing and tourism, however in recent 
decades it has grown to serve and support offshore natural 
gas industries and more recently offshore wind power. 
Despite this growth, parts of Great Yarmouth contain some of 
the most deprived neighbourhoods in the UK; with higher 
levels of unemployment than both the average for the East of 
England and Great Britain.

Transport improvements are fundamental to achieving 
sustainable housing and economic growth in Great Yarmouth, 
tackling inequality, improving health and supporting 
regeneration. Improving walking, cycling and public transport 
will enable existing and future, residents, visitors and 
employees to choose cleaner and healthier ways to travel. 
Great Yarmouth therefore needs a strategy to enhance 
existing transport networks that will support existing and 
new communities.

To support continuing economic development and the needs 
of residents, we need to deliver up to 7,140 houses within 
the Borough of Great Yarmouth by 2030. The majority of the 
planned growth is focused in the borough’s main towns of 
Great Yarmouth and Gorleston-on-Sea, and the key service 
centres of Bradwell and Caister-on-Sea.

The Great Yarmouth Transport Strategy sets out the 
transport vision for Great Yarmouth, highlighting the 
challenges and opportunities along with the transport 
infrastructure that needs to be delivered within the short, 
medium and long term to enable growth to come forward 
sustainably as well as supporting existing local communities.

Great Yarmouth as a place to live, 
work and visit

Supporting planned growth

Objectives:

The need for new transport strategy

The need for new transport 
infrastructure

To support sustainable economic growth in Great Yarmouth by 
improving journey reliability and travel mode choice for all, whilst 
contributing to improved air quality and safety.

Manage traffic 
congestion in 

Great Yarmouth

Capitalise on the infrastructure 
and investment opportunities 

presented by the Great 
Yarmouth Third River Crossing

Support sustainable 
housing and 

economic growth

Provide a safe 
environment for 

travel by all modes

Encourage walking 
and cycling for 
short journeys

Reduce harmful 
emissions and air 
quality impacts

Improve opportunities 
to walk, cycle and use 

public transport in Great 
Yarmouth

VISION



CONTEXT & TIMELINE

The Transport Strategy is a high level overview of the transport schemes 
that Great Yarmouth Borough Council and Norfolk County Council would 
like to deliver in and around the town over the next 10+ years.

The Strategy is made up of two parts:

Part 2: Shortlist of transport schemes that address many 
of the transport challenges and opportunities in the town. 
These schemes are a priority for GYBC and NCC and 
could be delivered over the next 10+ years.

Part 1: Transport schemes 
we are already committed 
to delivering over the next 
ten years.

Transport Schemes

Project Timeline

The transport strategy has considered a balance of improvement schemes:

Evidence 
gathering

(April 2018)

Stakeholder 
workshop 
(June 2018)

Stage 2: Options 
Appraisal Report 

(April 2019)

Stakeholder 
presentation 

(September 2019)

Stage 1: Issues and 
Opportunities Report 

(July 2018)

Preparation Draft Transport 
Strategy for consultation

(June 2019)

Development of a 
long list of options 

(August 2018)

Public 
consultation 

(September 2019)

Final Great Yarmouth 
Transport Strategy 
(November 2019)

Appraisal to identify a 
short list of options 

(October 2018)

Local highway

Walking

Car sharing

A47

Cycling

Travel information

Bus

Parking

Vehicle technology

Rail

Vehicle infrastructure

We are here



TRANSPORT ISSUES IN 
GREAT YARMOUTH
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Peak hour congestion along Lawn Avenue

Proposed A47 capacity
improvement schemes

Peak hour congestion along Shrublands Way 

High demand for seafront
parking in summer months

Peak hour congestion along Acle New Road

Peak hour congestion in Great Yarmouth
town centre

HGVs accessing South Denes via seafront

Number of fatal and serious accidents
along the A143 

Peak hour congestion along North Quay and
on approach to Garrison Road priority junction

High levels of delay and congestion
at peak hours along A47 Acle Straight 
High number of rear end
shunts along A47 Acle Straight

Haven Bridge and Breydon Bridge
Existing crossings of the River Yare create
a pinch point on the local and strategic
highway network

Peak hour congestion on approach to
A1243 Pasteur Road signalised junction

Peak hour congestion along South Quay
on approach to South Quay / Yarmouth 
Way signalised junction

Peak hour congestion along William Adams
Way on approach to Harfreys roundabout

Peak hour congestion at Gapton Hall
Road / Hewett Road priority junction

Peak hour congestion along A47 on
approach to Harfreys roundabout

South Denes
High journey to work car mode share
High average distance travelled to work
Poor connectivity to Strategic Road Network

A47 is single carriageway
between Acle and Great Yarmouth

A47 provides strong strategic 
east-west connectivity

Accident clusters

HIGHWAY NETWORK

Gap
ton

 H
al

l R
d
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KEY

TRAFFIC DELAY BASED ON SURVEY DATA

Traffic delay*

Source: *GYTRC Strategic 
Transport Model

Peak hour link capacity issues

TRANSPORT ISSUES IN 
GREAT YARMOUTH
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No segregated facilities for cyclists to cross
the River Yare
Haven Bridge is a pinch point on Great
Yarmouth cycling network

Poor wayfinding for pedestrians and cyclists
Few opportunities to cross carriageway
Substandard and tired footway

River Yare severs Great Yarmouth and
Gorleston-on-Sea leading to poor
east-west connectivity for
non-motorised users 

Lack of cycle route signage at key points

Poor availability of cycle parking in
Great Yarmouth town centre

The Rows provide east-west connectivity
for pedestrians
Graffiti and poor lighting along The Rows
is likely to discourage use during quieter
periods of the day

The A47 severs connectivity for
pedestrians and cyclists 
Few opportunities for pedestrians and
cyclists to cross the A47

No coastal foot or cycle path between
Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft

Great Yarmouth railway station is a 
focal point for the long distance
footpath network

Walking and cycling connectivity of Hafreys
Industrial Estate is poor

WALKING & CYCLING

H

TRANSPORT ISSUES IN 
GREAT YARMOUTH
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Potential to improve poor rural
public transport connectivity

Wherry Line
Hourly service to Norwich, potential for
increased frequency
No direct services to London or Lowestoft

No bus stops along A149 Acle New Road

Strong north-south public
transport connectivity

Bus services delayed by traffic congestion
on approach to Vauxhall Roundabout

No bus priority measures in Great Yarmouth
town centre

Great Yarmouth Railway Station
The environment inside the main station
building is unattractive
Bus interchange facilities have recently been
improved
No regular bus services from the railway
station
Limited opportunities to use Plusbus
integrated ticketing

Potential to improve poor rural public
transport connectivity

Strong public transport connectivity
between Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft 

X1 and X11 bus services compete with rail
services to Norwich

Potential to enhance strong east-west
public transport connectivity Coach station located outside town centre

10 to 15 minute walk between railway
station and Great Yarmouth town centre
where connecting bus services are available

Poor waiting environment at Market Gates
bus station

Pinch point for bus services between
Great Yarmouth and Gorleston-on-Sea

Poor public transport connectivity in
South Denes

Gorleston-on-Sea and South Denes
Peninsula are severed by River Yare
Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing
creates opportunities to reroute existing
bus services and improve public transport
connectivity 

High journey to work bus
mode share

High journey to work rail
mode share

Bus services are delayed by traffic
congestion in the town centre

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

TRANSPORT ISSUES IN 
GREAT YARMOUTH



Great Yarmouth Borough Council and Norfolk County Council 
could deliver over the next three years if funding is available

SHORT TERM TRANSPORT 
SCHEMES IN GREAT YARMOUTH
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LOCAL SCHEMES

SL2

SL3

SL4

SL5

SL6

SL7

SL9

SL10

SL11

SL12

SL13

SL23

Capacity improvement at A143 
Beccles Road / Church Lane / 
Long Lane / Mill Lane signalised 
junction

Capacity improvement at A143 
Beccles Road / Crab Lane priority 
junction

Capacity improvement at A143 
Beccles Road / Shrublands Way / 
A47 slip road signalised junction

Capacity improvement at A143 
Beccles Road / William Adam’s 
Way / Southtown Road signalised 
junction

Capacity improvement at Fuller’s 
Hill / Northgate Street signalised 
junction

Capacity improvement at Gapton 
Hall Road / Hewett Road (Gapton 
Hall Industrial Estate) priority 
junction

Capacity improvement at Lawn 
Avenue / Tar Works Road / 
Caister Road signalised junction

Capacity improvement at 
Lowestoft Road / High Street / 
Church Lane / Baker Street 
signalised junction

Capacity improvement at Market 
Gates / Temple Road / South 
Market Road signalised junction

Capacity improvement at Priory 
Plain / St Nicholas Road / Temple 
Road signalised junction

Investigate ‘OUT’ movement from 
Lidl and B&M car parks onto 
A1243 Pasteur Road

Capacity improvement at Hall 
Quay / South Quay/Bridge Road 
signalised junction

Review use and efficiency of traffic 
signals along Southtown road

Improve the public transport 
connectivity of South Denes 
peninsula and South Denes 
Enterprise Zone

Improve facilities at Beach Coach 
Station

Improve bus interchange facilities 
at the James Paget University 
Hospital

New / improved coach drop off 
facilities in Great Yarmouth town 
centre

Improve walking routes to 
Harfreys Industrial Estate 

Review cycle parking provision in 
Great Yarmouth town centre

Relocate carriageway space to 
increase footway provision for 
pedestrians

Improve crossing facilities at 
B1370 / Church Lane roundabout 
and outside East Norfolk Sixth 
Form College

Improve lighting and tactile 
paving along the northern section 
of the esplanade

Improve pedestrian crossing facilities 
along the A143 Beccles Road

Improve access, signage and 
promotion of Norfolk’s 
long-distance footpath network

SL21

SL24

SL16

SL18

SL22

Options to reduce delay and traffic
congestion on the local highway
network

Options to encourage journeys by
public transport

Options to encourage journeys by
foot and cycle

SC27

SC4

SC6

SC10

SC16

SC17

SC18

SL23

SL6

SL9

SL2

SL3

SL7

SL4

SL10

SL11

SL12

SL22

SL13

SL5

SC4

SC10



Great Yarmouth Borough Council and Norfolk County Council 
could deliver over the next three years if funding is available

SHORT TERM TRANSPORT 
SCHEMES IN GREAT YARMOUTH

j
The Norfolk Broads

Great
Yarmouth

Caister-on-Sea

Lowestoft

Beccles

Belton

Cantley

Reedham

Haddiscoe

Somerleyton

Berney Arms

Gillingham

Gorleston-on-Sea

Acle

North Sea

A149

A47

A1064

A47

A143

A143

A143

A146

A146

A47

A47

A47

A12

AREA WIDE SCHEMES Area

STRATEGIC SCHEMES

SS1

SS2

SS3

Work with Greater Anglia
to increase passenger 
numbers on rail services
to / from Great Yarmouth

Improve bus services 
between Great Yarmouth 
and Lowestoft

Improve signage of 
Sustrans National Cycle 
Route 517 between Great 
Yarmouth and Lowestoft

Options to encourage the use
of public transport

Option to encourage journeys
to be made by bicycle

SA1

SA2

SA3

SA5

SA6

Bus Stop improvements throughout 
the urban area of Great Yarmouth, 
Gorleston-on-Sea and Caister-on-Sea

Signage strategy to inform drivers 
of car parking availability, 
congestion and, when implemented, 
status of the Great Yarmouth Third 
River Crossing

Develop a cycle route map / 
smartphone app for Great Yarmouth 
showing cycling routes and cycling 
infrastructure

Upgrade the existing traffic
signal network 

Work with bus operators to maintain 
and, where possible, improve the 
frequency of rural bus services

SC19
Introduction of urban clearways on 
key strategic routes

SC22
Improve wayfinding for cyclists in 
the centre of Great Yarmouth and 
along existing pedalways



Great Yarmouth Borough Council and Norfolk County Council 
could deliver over the next three to ten years if funding is available

MEDIUM TERM TRANSPORT 
SCHEMES IN GREAT YARMOUTH
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KEY

Option to reduce delay and
congestion on the local highway
network

ML1

ML2

New link road between 
Thamesfield Way and Suffolk 
Road

Package of cycle improvements
along A143 Beccles Road

Package of cycle improvements
in Gorleston-on-Sea

Package of cycle improvements
in Great Yarmouth town centre

Improve east-west pedestrian 
and cycle connectivity between 
Vauxhall Holiday Park, 
residential areas to the west of 
the River Yare and Fuller’s Hill 
Roundabout

Improve facilities for 
pedestrians and cyclists 
between Caister-on-Sea and 
Great Yarmouth town centre

New on-road cycle facilities 
along South Quay / Southgates 
Road to tie up with the Third 
River Crossing

Package of cycle improvements 
in North Quay

Package of cycle improvements
in Southtown

Reallocation of carriageway 
space to provide a new cycle 
route across Haven Bridge 
between Mill Road and Hall 
Quay

Create an uninterupted cycle 
route along the seafront 
between Haven Seashore 
Holiday Park and South Denes 
Peninsula via North Drive, 
Marine Parade and South Beach 
Parade

New shuttle bus service

Investigate ‘lay by’ bus stops 
on Acle New Road

ML3

ML4

ML5

ML6

ML7

ML8

ML9

ML10

ML11

Options to encourage journeys by
foot and bicycle

Option to encourage journeys by
public transport

Proposed Location of the 
Third River Crossing

MC3

MC5

MC3



Great Yarmouth Borough Council and Norfolk County Council 
could deliver over the next three to ten years if funding is available

MEDIUM TERM TRANSPORT 
SCHEMES IN GREAT YARMOUTH
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STRATEGIC SCHEMES
Options to reduce delay and congestion
on the strategic road network

MS1

MS2

MS3

MS4

MS5

MS6

MS7

MS8

A47 Acle Straight Dualling

Capacity improvements at A47 
Harfreys Roundabout

Investigate the use of land at the rail 
freight sidings to assist with the 
optimum configuration of the enlarged 
Vauxhall roundabout, the full dualling 
of the A47 Acle Straight and improved 
access to Vauxhall Holiday Park 

Capacity improvement at A47 / James 
Paget University Hospital signalised 
junction

Capacity improvement at A47 
Lowestoft Road / Brasenose Avenue / 
Bridge Road signalised junction

Work with Network Rail and Greater 
Anglia to improve the main railway 
station building

Work with Network Rail and Greater 
Anglia to improve the frequency of 
train services between Great Yarmouth 
and Norwich 

Improve cycle routes between Great 
Yarmouth and Lowestoft

Options to encourage journeys to be
made by rail

Option to encourage journeys to be
made by bicycle

AREA WIDE SCHEMES

MA1

MA3

MA5

New signed strategic 
cycle route between 
Great Yarmouth 
town centre and 
Gorleston-on-Sea 
using the Third River 
Crossing

OPTIONS TO ENCOURAGE JOURNEYS 
TO BE MADE BY FOOT AND BICYCLE

MA4
Develop a 
parking 
strategy for 
Great 
Yarmouth 

OPTION TO BETTER MANAGE PARKING

MA2
Support and 
encourage 
non-residential 
developments to 
produce a travel 
plan

OPTION TO ENCOURAGE TRAVEL BY 
SMARTER CHOICES

Work with dockless 
cycle operators to 
introduce a cycle 
hire scheme in 
Great Yarmouth

Investigate 
accessibility 
improvements 
throughout Great 
Yarmouth for 
vulnerable 
pedestrians

MA6
Improve the 
sustainable 
transport 
connectivity of 
Holiday Parks in 
Great Yarmouth

Area

MS1
MS3

MS2

MS6
MS7

MS4

MS5

MS8



Great Yarmouth Borough Council and Norfolk County Council 
could deliver over the next 10+ years if funding is available

LONG TERM TRANSPORT 
SCHEMES IN GREAT YARMOUTH
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AREA WIDE KEY

LS1 Comprehensively join up and fill in the 
gaps in Great Yarmouth’s cycling 
network to create a coherent network 
that allows uninterrupted journeys 
across the town by bicycle

Option to encourage journeys by bicycle

LOCAL KEY

LL14 Review and reconsider the 
arrangement of the town centre 
one-way system and gyratory to 
improve traffic flow

Option to better manage traffic on the 
local highway network



HAVE YOUR SAY

NEXT STEPS

There are several ways you can respond to the consultation:

The Great Yarmouth Transport Strategy Public Consultation runs from 
Monday 16th September 2019 to Friday 11th October 2019.

Agree our strategy – We will consider the results of the consultation and take views into 
account when creating a final Transport Strategy to be agreed by elected councillors.

Work closely with local and strategic partners – Great Yarmouth Borough Council and 
Norfolk County Council will continue to work closely with stakeholders to develop the 
design of each scheme and make sure that local and regional transport policy aligns.

Develop a design – Many of the schemes presented in the Transport Strategy are at a very 
early stage. We will do more work to assess each scheme’s feasibility and identify possible 
routes, alignments and layouts.

Identify funding sources – The successful delivery of the strategy depends on us finding 
the right funding. This could come from local government, central government or the 
private sector.

Develop a business case – To access public funding streams and attract private investment 
we will need to prepare a business case. This will set out a case for investment and build 
on the Transport Strategy’s evidence base.

Remember – As more detailed plans for the schemes are developed there will be 
opportunities for you to have your say.

We would like to know what you think of the 
proposals for the Great Yarmouth Transport Strategy.

Your feedback is important to us and will help develop the final version of the 
Strategy, enabling us to make sure that we have considered the wider views 
of residents, visitors and workers in Great Yarmouth.

Write to: 
Freepost Plus RTCL-XSTT-JZSK
Norfolk County Council
TFGY – Ground floor, south wing
County Hall
Martineau Lane
Norwich
NR1 2DH

Email 
tfgy@norfolk.gov.uk

Respond in person at one of the staffed 
consultation events:

Great Yarmouth Town Hall, Hall Plain, 
Great Yarmouth, NR30 2QF – 13:00 to 
19:00 Friday 20th September 2019

Gorleston Library, 1 Lowestoft Rd, 
Gorleston-on-Sea, NR31 6QU – 13:00 
to 19:00 Tuesday 1st October 2019

Complete the consultation questionnaire online at 
www.norfolk.gov.uk/tfgy

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.



We have already committed to investigating these transport 
infrastructure schemes over the next 10 years.

TRANSPORT SCHEMES PLANNED 
IN GREAT YARMOUTH
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SHORT TERM KEY

Schemes to reduce delay and improve
capacity of the local highway network

SC1

SC2

SC3

SC5

SC7

SC8

SC9

SC11

SC12

SC13

SC14

SC20

SC21

SC25

SC26

SC15

Southtown Road / Bridge Road Area 
Improvement scheme

Market Place / Fuller’s Hill Capacity 
Improvement Scheme

Traffic management measures to reduce
HGV movement along seafront

SC24

Schemes to improve bus interchange 
facilities and encourage travel on local
bus services

Schemes to encourage journeys
by rail

Network Wide Options

Schemes to encourage journeys to
be made on foot and cycle

Improve bus interchange facilities 
at Great Yarmouth railway station

Upgrade and improve the waiting 
facilities and general surroundings 
at Market Gates Bus Interchange

Improve the attractiveness of the 
Wherry Line for passengers

Improve the reliability of train 
services on the Wherry Line

Improve pedestrian crossing 
facilities along Nottingham Way

Improve the attractiveness of
The Rows

Improve pedestrian crossing 
facilities at the junction of Fuller's 
Hill / Northgate Street

Town Centre Wayfinding Strategy

Improve facilities for pedestrians 
and cyclists around Gapton Hall 
Retail Park

Improve pedestrian crossing facilities 
at Crab Lane / Magdalen Way 
signalised junction

Reallocation of carriageway space 
within Great Yarmouth town centre to 
improve bus and pedestrian routes

Travel Planning for new development

Review of existing and provision of 
new or upgraded cycle parking in 
Great Yarmouth town centre, along 
the seafront and close to large trip 
attractors in the wider Transport 
Strategy study area

Update and improve signage of
car parks in Great Yarmouth

MEDIUM TERM KEY

MC1

MC2

MC4

Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing

A47 Junction Improvements

Hall Quay Improvements

Vauxhall 
Roundabout

Gapton Hall 
Roundabout


