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Report to the Director of Children’s Services for decision on a statutory change of age range at Fakenham Infant and Nursery School

The proposal
To extend the age range from 3 – 7 to 2 – 7 years, at Fakenham Infant and Nursery School, Fakenham, from 1 March 2019.


Public notice and representation period
In March 2018, the governors agreed to take on the responsibility for 2 year olds provision via Section 27 of the Community Powers Regulations.  This provision started on 19 October 2018.  The school and playgroup have seen the responsibility for 2 year olds provision transferring to the school as a positive move to protect the existing places already offered on site, but also strengthen the early education offer.

As a result of the recent change of arrangements, it was agreed not to undertake an informal consultation for this proposal, as it formalises the governance arrangements for 2 year olds provision, by legally changing the age range at the school.  

A statutory public notice was issued by the local authority and was published in the Dereham & Fakenham Times on 3 January 2019.  Copies were displayed at all the main entrances to Fakenham Infant & Nursery School.  The four week representation period came to an end on 31 January 2019.

There were 2 responses.
1 strongly agreed with the proposal.
1 neither agreed or disagreed with the proposal.

Additional comments were made and included the following:
· Regret that there has not been a change in the admissions policy to guarantee a place for 2 year olds from the nursery in the reception class
· Impact on local early years providers;
· concerns that there may be an increase in admissions of 3 – 4 year olds which would take business away from local early years providers.
· request that there is no increase to the current published number of 8 x 2 year old places per session, as this will impact on local early years providers.
· pressure put on parents from the school who are requesting them to register their children for limited spaces.

All statutory requirements in relation to the statutory consultation were complied with.


The decision
In coming to a decision, the Decision Maker is obliged to consider the following factors:

Education standards and diversity of provision
Historically the provision for 2 year olds has been run on the school site by Colkirk pre-school.  This is alongside the nursery provision for 3 – 4 year olds which is run by the school within the same building.  The school was approached by Colkirk management committee, with a proposal to merge due to difficulties in recruiting committee members.  

A voluntary playgroup has a legal duty to be run by an effective committee and it has proved increasingly difficult to recruit to this voluntary role.  This has had an impact on the sustainability of the playgroup and staff security.  Both the school and the pre-school see this as a positive and exciting move which will strengthen the partnership between both settings.

We cannot foresee any impact on other early years providers locally, as new places are not being created.  The school’s Published Admission Number (PAN) will remain at 90 places, the school capacity will remain at 270 pupils.

Equal opportunities issues
The Council has considered that there are no specific discrimination issues that arise
from the change being proposed.

Community cohesion
The Council has considered that that are no specific community cohesion issues that arise from the change being proposed.  

Travel and accessibility
It is not anticipated that there will be any increased impact on peak time traffic at the school, as the provision is already accommodated on the school site and not looking to expand the numbers.

Capital, school premises and playing fields
There are no project costs associated with this proposal, as the nursery places will be provided in the space that was previously used by Colkirk pre-school.


Conclusion and recommendation
In considering the proposals, the Decision Maker can decide to:

· Reject the proposal
· Approval the proposal
· Approve the proposal with a modification
· Approve the proposal subject to it meeting a specific condition.

There was a low response to the proposal (2 representations) during the statutory notice period and neither formally disagreed with the proposal.  The concerns on the potential impact for local early years providers is noted, however this proposal does not set out to increase the provision, but to formalise the governance arrangements for the current provision.  

It is therefore recommended that the Director of Children’s Services, in her role as Decision Maker as delegated by the Children’s Services Committee, should decide in favour of the proposal to extend the age range of the school with effect from 1 March 2019.
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February 2019


NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

Proposal to change the age range of Fakenham Infant & Nursery School in Fakenham 

Notice is hereby given that Norfolk County Council approves the above statutory proposal as set out in the public notice to change the age range of Fakenham Infant & Nursery School from 1 March 2019.

This proposal under section 19 (1) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 is to a make a prescribed alteration to Fakenham Infant & Nursery School, Norwich Road, Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 8HN, to change the age range from 3 – 7 to 2 – 7 from the 
1 March 2019.



The reasons for this decision are that:

· The statutory procedural requirements have been met
· The proposal meets the criteria laid down in statutory guidance in relation to the likely impact of the proposal on standards and school improvement, local choice and diversity, surplus places, community cohesion and race equality 
· The views of all interested parties, including those most likely to be affected, have been considered.  
· There were no objections to the proposal.





Signed: 							Date: 

Sara Tough
Executive Director of Children’s Services
Norfolk County Council
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