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Consultation on a proposal to close Brockdish Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School

What is the Proposal?

The proposal is to close Brockdish Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School with effect from 31 August 2016.

Norfolk County Council works collaboratively with the Diocese of Norwich in relation to all its Church of England Schools and both organisations are committed to improving the quality of educational provision to raise standards for all learners

Why is the Diocese of Norwich and Norfolk County Council proposing this closure?

The school is a primary school taking pupils from the age of 4 through to 11. It was designated by the Department for Education in October 2015 as a rural primary school serving a village.  The school has 7 places in each year group but is regularly undersubscribed.  In September 2015 there were 12 pupils on roll of whom 9 live in the catchment area.  A further 37 children eligible to attend the school are choosing to go to schools elsewhere.

In June 2014 the Governing Body agreed with the Local Authority and the Diocese, a year to plan and build a sustainable future for the school.  All local possibilities for Federation had already been explored and had been unsuccessful however the school requested the opportunity to further explore pre-schooling and cluster collaboration.  The school has subsequently been unable to secure sustainable leadership arrangements which will ensure high standards of education for the school.  The Governing Body has arranged interim leadership of the school with Alburgh with Denton Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School for the remainder of the school year.
What alternative provision will be available?

If Brockdish Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School is closed at the end of the academic year 2015/16 the pupils will be offered places at other primary schools.  Parents will be asked to express preferences for alternative schools for their children and the local authority will work with parents and local schools to ensure all the children transfer in September 2016. For children with an education, health and care plan or a statement of special educational needs the local authority will undertake a review to determine the appropriate new placement in conjunction with the family.

The catchment school for children currently in catchment for Brockdish CE VC Primary (Brockdish and Thorpe Abbotts) will be Harleston C of E VA Primary School.

Transport would be provided free of charge for those pupils who transfer to their nearest or catchment school where this is beyond the qualifying distance (over 2 miles for under 8’s and over 3 miles for older children). 
Who will be consulted?

This document will be provided to people and organisations that may have an interest in this proposal including:

· Parents of pupils at the school

· The local district or parish council where the school is situated

In addition, this document will be provided to people and organisations that may have an interest in this proposal including:

· The governing body of the school

· Pupils at the school

· All staff at the school

· The governing bodies, teachers and other staff of any other school that might be affected 

· Diocesan Boards of Education

· Parents of any pupils at other schools who may be affected by the proposal

· Trades unions who represent staff at the school

· Local County Councillors and MPs
Who will make the final decision and when would the change happen?

The Executive Director of Children's Services at Norfolk County Council will make a decision about whether or not to proceed to the next stage. If we decide to go ahead, we would then have to publish a formal public notice. A final decision would then be made in April 2016.
How can I learn more about the proposal and have my say?

Come and talk to us:  There will be a meeting for parents/carers and other interested members of the community:

6.30 pm on Monday 18 January 2016
at Brockdish Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School
You can tell us your views at https://norfolk.citizenspace.com/childrens-services/brockdish-ce-vc-primary-schoolbrockdish-ce-vc-primary-school  by using the attached form which can be returned via your local school or email schoolreview@norfolk.gov.uk or post to:  The Brockdish Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary school Consultation, FREEPOST, IH2076, County Hall (Floor 8/Bay 10), Martineau Lane, Norwich, NR1 2BR.  You don’t need a stamp.   We need all responses by 29 February 2016
After this consultation ends on 29 February 2016, Norfolk County Council will decide whether to proceed with this proposal.  If they decide to go ahead by law we have to publish a statutory notice to close Brockdish Church of England Primary School.

People would then have four weeks to write to us either supporting or opposing the proposal.  The final decision would then be made by Norfolk County Council.

The earliest this change could take place would be 31 August 2016.
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Disagree

Please give your main reasons for your answer.  Are there any other comments or suggestions you would like to make to help us with this decision and in planning for the future provision of the children.
We want to hear from a wide range of people. We will use your answers to help us understand which sections of the community have responded to our consultation. You do not have to answer these questions if you do not want to.

We will process your personal data in accordance with the Data Protection Act, which means that we will not give your personal data to any third parties.

Your comments will be anonymous - your name or anything that could identify you will not be included in any report. However, we cannot guarantee that this information will be withheld if it is requested under the Freedom of Information Act.

Please tell us who you are: 
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Other (please specify):

At which school? 

What is your name? 



What is your postcode? 

Your views will help us to decide whether or not we make these changes.  This consultation ends on Monday 29 February 2016.  

The Executive Director of Children's Services at Norfolk County Council will make a decision about whether or not to proceed to the next stage. If we decide to go ahead, we would then have to publish a formal public notice. A final decision would then be made in April 2016.
You can tell us your views at https://norfolk.citizenspace.com/childrens-services/brockdish-ce-vc-primary-schoolbrockdish-ce-vc-primary-school  by using the attached form which can be returned via your local school or email schoolreview@norfolk.gov.uk or post to:  The Brockdish Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School Consultation, FREEPOST, IH2076, County Hall (Floor 8/Bay 10), Martineau Lane, Norwich, NR1 2BR.  You don’t need a stamp. 

We need all responses by Monday 29 February 2016.
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